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''KSCSIPTION OF riiYSI_T_AL APPEARANCE 

£24 Pork Aven'ie exemplifies the simple yet eleg-nt early houses still existing in ".3 
.'c-Jiit '.'• m e n Historic District. Puildirgs such as it blend with one another to create the 
.-icnificant architectural environment of the district. This building is a Greek Revival 
double house built of masonry with a running bend brick facade. It is three bays wide, Ih.cce 
stories high, and has a raised basement and a gable roof. 

The bssen.ent level has a marble facing and contains a wood six light awning window in the 
.enter bay as well as a wood door in the south hay. A marble belt course divides the marble 
' ase.r.ent from the brick. An elaborate marble parapet encases a dog-leg run stairs up to the 
main entrance in the north facade. The case consists of coursed marble ashlar beneath the 
stair carriage while the parapet comprises m.-srble slabs with a molded hndrail. The rail 
'..as ; n ogee profile ascending the stairs, end is then flat along the landing. The entrance 
itself consists of a bracketed wood entablature, reeled 'cod surround, and a wood door having 
a -igle pane of gless in the upper half and four panels in the lower half. Above, there is 
a .. -nole light transom above the door, and an elaborate wood entablature containing two large 
r.odillions, dentils and a projecting cornice. 

All of the windows have one over one double hung wood sashes, with marble sills and o'hite 
aluminum one over -one storm winders. These vineces shorten at each upper story. The first 
and second story windows also have a cast iron decorative fascia over the presumably brick 
flat arches. The third floor window lintels are within the wood frieze of the roof cornice, 
rhis si..'.pie box cornice is wood. There is can interior er.d chi:rr,ey in the southern wall of 
<- 1 V ^ . , 
L . I " : l. .. - c. o . 

To the north of this building is a side-yard tnclos. d on its east side with a wall 
parallel to the house's facade. The wall is brick: with a simple wrought iron fence above it, 
three supportive piers, granite coping, arid a small wood entrance door. The north facade 
of the house is common bond brick with no openings. The south facade is attached to another 
structure. 

The west facade consists of a back building attached to the north and central bays, and 
an exposed southern b3y, all constructed of common bond partially painted brick wills. There 
are windows of the west facade that ere one over one and six over six double hung wood sashes 
with wood sills and flat arch lintels. An iron fire escape extends down this bay. 

The back building is three stories high and five bays long, built of painted cor man bond 
brick with a shed roof. The south wall has six over six double hung wood windows with wood 
sills, flat arches, and aluminum storm windows. There is a door into the central bay, end 
i 'he second bay from the east there is a two story brick oriel window. On the third story, 

windows are six light wood casement windows with flat archers, wood sills,,-; 1 aluminum storm 
••ir.do.-s. "he roof cornice consists of corbelled brick. There is a rear ad lit ion ne story 
: igh, 'wo hays wide, cod two bays long which is painted on the south wall and s'uo -d on he 

;st end north walls. It has a shed roof. There =>re two six over six wood double hung 

windows with wood sills and lintels in the s:>uth wall, and these openings have iron grills. 
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! :-:SC? 1PTI0N OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

C.i 'ha vest wall, a doon ay has bean blocked"with stucco. The roof cornice .Is corbelled. 

The interior still retains its original floor ph-.n of rooms organized in a line 
;- = r?.)lel to a circulation axis, and the rooms have been converted into apartman+s v.'ith a 
\.i• ty of surface finishes applied during recent years. 7Y.s vestibule contains ?n unoriginal 
:• :'. : •-& glares door with a trr.scm. 

The hallway features an i > ;ept ior.al ceiling with dTr.'te pi a s' ervork creating a porneled 
pat; •: n. -"he stairs have a plain open f^cc string with plain balusters and a molded navel 
post. It d"'-s have an unusual shap-a; being a winding staircase with an oval spiral. 

The rooms have very simple details of baseboards, architrave surrounds on openings, 
and paneled wood doors with transoms. Some sin.pie wood mantel pieces remain as well .s - a 
wood floors. 

'T),e conversion of this structure into an apartment house is typical of the area which 
now consists m~inly of professional offices and ap>artrrcrnts. In general, the building still 
ret-.ins its oriqlr.al character in its .materials, scale, plan, proportion, and details. As 
a - - alt, the huildi.-ig auj.f ..-nts the special environment of the 'taunt Vernon Historic District. 
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AVrJ.hNT OF S K.N1F ICAHCE 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of 824 Park Avenue l i e s in i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
L-.nvi: •-.-.:• i-nt of the ; ' :nt Vernon H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

The Mount VVrii.Mi H i s t o r i c I l in l r i c t is Loth a Baltimore City D i s t r i c t .=>nd, in 
p a r t , a Nat ional Re.-, -. 1 e r H i s t o i i c L a n d m a r k D i s t r i c t . Mount V e r n o n vss t h e f i r s t 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t in i i , i l i iimiri.1 (" i ( y , d e s i g n a t e d in 19o/t and e x j > a mi e d f i v e t i m e s t o 
t he c u r r e n t - b o u n d a r i i s , w h i c h h a v e b e e n c e i l i f i c d by t h e D e p a r t m e n t of t h e I n t e r i o r 
f o r p u r p o s e s o f t h e H i s t o r i c I ' r e s e r v a l i on Tax l u c e n t i v e s . The o r d i n a n c e C U M I i n g 
t h e Mount V e r n o n M i s ' i o r i c D i s t r i c t a l s o en t ab 1 i s h e d t h e B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o m m i s s i o n 
f o r H i s t o r i c and Ai . h i t e o t u r a l !'r e :.<• r va t i 011 t o o v e i t . e e * l l c h a n g e s w i t h i n t h e 
D i s t i c t an(J t o r e c »neud i i l l u - r a r e a s rind Im i 1 d i n g s i n t l i e C i t y f o r h i s t o r i c 
d e s i g n a t i o n . T h e l l ih < o r i r D i s t r i c t and t h e C. >m.n i s s i on w e r e o u t g i o w l l i s o f t h e Mount 
V e r n o n U r b a n Renewa l P l a n , one o f t h e C i t y ' s e a r l i e s t e f f o r t s t o i n c o r p o r a t e 
-, r , • % e r va t i on and r e vat i o n o f e > i s l i n r » s t r u c t u r e s w i t h new d e v e l o p m e n t . The 

c u r r e n t H i s t o r i c D1 s L , i C t now enc ompa ^ s e s I m i U r b a n R e n e w a l A r e a s : Mount V e r n o n :nd 

li ' ; w n - Se 1 v e d e r e . 

The Mount V e r n o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t g r e w from t h e e a r l y 1 9 t h c e n t u r y t h r o u g h t h e 

c : r l y 1:0th c e n t u r > and r e t a i n s f.l r u c t u r e s — r e s i d e n t i a l , co.-.-.ier c : s 1 , id 
r e 1 i g i c u s - - f r o m t h a t 1 i me . The a r e a was Ra 1 t i men e ' s n o s t f a s h i o n a b l e ne i ghbo r'."- >d 
:. nd a s s u c h i n c l u d e s ,>me of ( h e f i n e s t a r c h i t e c t u r e i n t h e C i t y , b u i l t f o r _ s 1 i. h y 
r e s i d e n t s , c n n t r L ' g s t 1 n s , and 1 n H I i t ut i i>n 3 , and d e s i g n e d by a r c h i t e c t s of l o c a l id 
n a t i o n a l r e n o w n . Tin- g r e a t e r p o r t 1 nn of t h e d i s t r i c t was o n c e t h e e s t a t e of J o h n 
Cr-ger H o v a r d , r c v o l u t l o n . i r y war p a t r i o t and s t at e tnr.an. H i s ;r ; c s i o n , B e l v i d e r e , '..•••a 
l o c a t e d a t - ' a t i s n. ••..• t l , e Hint) b l o c k of N o r t h C a l v e r t S t r e e t . T h e c e n t e r p i e c e of t h e 
d i s t r i c t i s t h e ' 'at .! . 1 up,! on Mono m t and !•!>;,nt V e r n o n P l a c e . The • . r j n u . e n t i s t h e 
f i r s t f o r o a l r. ir. or;,em e r e c t e d t o c. ..-.u,.••<-.. >r .1 ( e 0 e , , r ^ e '.'..- h i ng t on ?nd i s r o e of t h e 
f t r. • » t e ;:fi;.'.p 1 e 6 o f 1.. • .,11::, on t a ! a r t h i t e r I >i 1 e in t h e c o u n t r y . I t was e r e c t e d from 1815 
t o !&29 and d e s i g n e d by K o b e i i M i l l s , o u r of t h e f i r s t A m e r i c a n b o r n t.nd t r a i n e d 
a r c h i t e c t ! in t h e co-.i , | r v - The de ve 1 o p-r.en I of t ! ie s q u a r e s known a s Mount V e r n o n 
P l a c e and W a s h i n g t o n i ' l a c e , d a l e s from the- l H j O ' s , when t h e l a n d was s u b d i v i d e d by 
H o w a r d ' s h e i r s , who t h ^ n b u i l t some of t h e f i r s t h o u s e s . P r i o r t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h e monument and t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e s q u a r e s , b r i c k w o r k i n g c l a s s h o u s e s w e r e 
b u i l t on T y s o n S t r e e t , Read S t r e e t and N o r t h Howard S t r e e t , t h e e a r l i e s t d a t i n g from 
1 8 1 0 . T h e s e b u i Id ; . >; s s t i l l e x i s t , some a r e r e s i d e n c e s and o t h e r s h a v e b e e n 
c o n v e r t e d t o a n t i q u e . I m p s . The h o u s e s on H a m i l t o n S t r e e t d a t e f rom 1S20 and - e r e 

d e s i g n e d by R o b e r t C = :y Loup, S r „ I h e a r c h i t e c t o t t h e P e a l e Museum and D a v i J g e H a l l . 

The a r e a w h i c h J now t in- H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t c o n t i n u e d t o d e v e l o p . B a l t i m o r e ' s 
p r o m i n e n t and w e a l t t . r e s i d e n t s moved n o r t h I n t h e r u r a l a r e a b e c a u s e t h e l a n d 
a nd t h e h a i h o r u . ; r i p i d l y h e r o m m i n p i n d u s t r i a l i z e d and b e c a u s e i h e C i 1 y W.JS 
f l , , ) d e d w i t h i> iaii i ;r; s , J i n fl.i.-W.'d t .1 I t i l l i m o r e I <> work in t h e n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n d u s t r i e s . C o u s l r t . " i o n c o n t i n u e d I <. I .11< e p i . l i e in t h e I h H t l ' s a n d ! H 9 D ' s n i t e r t h e 

Hew.ird e s t a t e h a d ' -, s o l . ) . !)y t h e e i r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y , M.uuit Koyal 4 .ve.i . ie and 
p a r t s of M-.'w-ard St ..[ ha . l b - e n d e v e l o p e d , c o m p l e t i n g t ! ;e c o n s t r u c t i o n in t h e 
d i s t r i c t . 
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